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• Founded 2013

• Producer of Home & 
Ranch Readiness events 
(ongoing)

• 2016 FEMA Individual & 
Community 
Preparedness Awards

• 2016 Established 
Sonoma Valley Animal 
Emergency Response 
Team

• 2023 FireSAFE Sonoma 
Leadership Award
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4Have more than one 
of everything!

• Plans
• Ways to get alerts
• Places to go

• Ways to get there

• People to help you
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Plan for Everything
• Evacuation

• Shelter in Place

• Long Power Outages

• You’re unable 
to care for animals
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Evacuate or Shelter-in-Place? 

How to Prepare

What’s Plan A?

Evacuate Shelter in Place

What are the risks for each hazard?
What do you need?

What resources are available?

Plan B?

Plan C?



7Your Disaster Action Plan: 
Make it! Update It! Practice it!

• Emergency contacts
• Photos, ID & 

registration documents
• Vet records, prescriptions, 

dosage
• Advance Care Directive

& animal insurance



8Where to get it

Everything you need to make 
your plans, in free 
downloadable 
workbooks for:
Seniors
Backyard Equines
Spanish readers/speakers
Equine Safety for Firefighters

HALTERproject.org/firesafe-portal
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Animal EAP & Contacts
• 1 Copy with your documents
• 1 Copy electronically
• Give to all your Animal Helpers
• Wherever Responders 

can see them.



10Top Tips
 Make Awareness part of daily life.
Be signed up for all local alerts.
 Know your Evac Zones!
 Team up with neighbors.
 Plan for early Evac AND a for SIP.
 Review with neighbors, barn mates, 

staff, volunteers.

Practice!   Update!   Refresh!   Repeat!



11Your Personal Safety Net
Helpers who can assist you with evacuation, 
transportation, and shelter.

• Who will help you 
with your animals?

• Where will you go?
• How will you get there?
• Are your contacts up to date?
• Is contact info accessible 

in different formats?
• Do you have resources who 

will help your animals if you 
are not home?
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Who is in Buddy Network?
People who will help you if…
• You’re sick or injured.
• Need transportation and/or evacuation help.
• Need a place for you and/or your 

animals to stay.

Who?
• Neighbors and friends in same evac zone.
• Helpers at your destination.
• Caregivers.
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Travel & Animal Sitters
• Make an AEP 

for travel.

• Review “What to 
Do” with sitters.

My Animal 
Emergency Plan



14Get Informed,
Stay Informed
• Sign up for all local alerts
• Use a weather alert radio
• Follow National Weather Service
• Watch & listen to local news radio & TV
• Apps, Watch Duty, Earthquake, NOAA
• Follow local Emergency Services 

on social media
• Join or start a neighborhood radio group

AlertSCC is the County of 
Santa Clara’s official 
emergency alert and 

warning system.
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How to Know: PREP or GO?

By paying attention to local 
weather forecasts and alerts.

PREP during Weather WATCH

GO during Weather WARNING

DON’T WAIT to EVACUATE!
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WHEN to go?

Any time you don’t feel safe!
• Get READY when Weather Watch 

is on TV, radio, apps.

• Get SET or GO when there’s 
a Weather WARNING
• Go NOW if there’s a Red Flag, Flood 

or other Severe Weather Alert or 
Evac WARNING
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Dangers of Waiting
• Evac Warning can change fast.
• Evac can be ordered without 

a warning. 
• Dangerous, stressful, loading 

and driving conditions.
• Severe traffic, power 

& fuel access limited.
• Evac may not be possible.
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IMPORTANT! 
Shelters may not 
be opened until 
an emergency 

is declared!

Know WHERE to Go
GOAL: Keep animals & people out of crowded shelters!

• Shelters are last resort or a good temporary rest stop.

• Keep a current list of places to go:
Pet-friendly motels, Airbnb's, friends.

• Confirm or reserve early.

• Emergency Alerts may provide info.

• Call 211 may have info.
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If Your Pet Is Not Cooperating
STAY CALM!!
Steps to take if safely possible:

• Leave escape route for pets, 
post sign on door.

• Leave carrier & leash.

• Close all home doors & windows 
but leave windows unlocked, 
leave a key.

• Call Animal Services 
when you are safe.

Nope! 
Not going 
in there!
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Service Animals
Dogs & mini 
equines (ONLY) 
trained to 
perform 
services to 
accommodate 
a disability.
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Situations that may require 
your dog to wear a muzzle…
If your dog is NOT in a carrier, 
and you are:
• At a shelter that allows people 

and pets.
• Using public transportation.

Practice with your pooch!
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The Essentials:
Supplies for Evac & SIP
Checklists for ALL your animals
HALTERproject.org/checklists



23How Much Do You Need?
At Least….
GO: 5-7 days (2 weeks is better!)

STAY: 1 month minimum

• Add more: special diet food, 
meds, parasite control.

• Buy in bulk as a group and share.



24Water! 
How Much Do I Need for a Day?
• Humans: 1.5 – 2 gallons
• Horses: 12 – 20 gallons
• Dogs:  1 oz / pound
• Cats: 5-10 ounces
• Small ruminants: 1 - 2 gallons
• Poultry: 1-2 gallons 

(per 12-20)
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ID for All – Big or Small
• Microchip – Keep Updated!
• Visible ID on animals
• ID on crates & carriers
• Photos & descriptions 

of animals.
• Photos, videos, descriptions 

of you with your animals.
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Practice!
• Make a Weather Watch Routine.

• Practice with Buddies.

• Practice in different conditions.
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Your Pet Weather Watch Routine
• Keep pets close.

• Confine indoors, if possible.
• Put on collars and/or harness.
• Go-Bags and crates prepped and loaded.
• Vehicles fueled & out of garage.

• Check-in and update pet-friendly destination info.
• Practice with neighbors and pets.

• If possible, go for walks or play so pets 
are relaxed in their crate.
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Earthquake Safety Awareness
DURING: Don’t try to hold on to pets.
AFTER: Try to sweep up, wipe or cover spills.
• Secure your pet on a leash or in a carrier.
• Outdoor hazards: Utilities, 

power lines, trees, roads, 
ground instability.

• Barns and water tanks 
may be compromised.
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Tsunami, Flash Flood, Debris Flow
• Take alerts and forecasts seriously.

• If you receive a tsunami alert, 
leave immediately.

• Conditions can change suddenly.

• Move yourself and animals during Weather Watch.

• Never leave animals tied, chained, or locked indoors.
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Safer Homes = Safer Animals

DEFENSIBLE SPACE, HARDENED HOMES



31Help Responders 
Help Your Animals & You

• Maintain access for emergency vehicles

• 2-Sided reflective address signs

• Unlock gates & disable electric openers

• Provide detailed Site Map to local Fire 
Department and Animal Rescue Team
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Provide 
property hazard 
& resource info 
to responders.

EV Station



33Help for Animals 
You Can’t Take With You

Who can help you?
BEFORE an Evac Order 
Call on your own network of resources for help, 
transport, and shelter.
Inside an Evac Zone 
Only authorized Responders have access. 
• You, or someone you assign, must call to request 

animal services for animals inside Evac Zones. 
• Check local emergency alerts, websites, 

and Facebook pages for additional information.
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For Equines 

& Backyard Livestock
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Weather Watch Routine for Equines & Others
Practice your routine regularly, 
in all kinds of conditions.
• Supplies loaded
• Prep your property
• Practice with helpers
• Confine animals where you can catch quickly
• Practice loading (feed in trailer, drive your route)
• Truck & trailer fueled, checked, set to go



36EVAC PLANNING:
ASSESS the RISKS
• Can old or crippled animals be loaded 

and transported safely?
• How long will 

it take to load?
• How many rigs

and helpers will 
you need?

• Do you have a plan 
for sick animals?



37
Evac Prep to Load and Go
• Contain animals so they’re 

easy to catch and load
• Supplies, equipment, go-kits 

are loaded
• Rigs are inspected, fueled 

and staged facing out
• Trailer prepped 
 Clean, No bedding! 
Windows closed

Remember 
Your PPE!
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• Will they load?
• Are your helpers 

ready?
• ID on all
• Good halters & lead 

ropes for all, 
plus extras

Large Animal Evac Prep
Are They Ready?
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• Is your infrastructure All-Hazards safe?
• Will it be accessible after a fire or earthquake?
• If water is power-dependent, 

is there a backup source?
• Water tanks and pump secure?

Can Responders 
find and get 
into your property?

How Safe Is Your Property?

Hazard trees!



40Your Animal Refuge Area
 Is it defensible?
 Irrigated or drylot pasture?
 How far from radiant 

heat sources (heavy 
brush or timber, 
big barns, etc.)?

 Secure, firesafe fencing?
 Away from busy roads?
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Shelter-in-Place Risks
• Animals may be without care 

or clean water for several days.
• Animals might get loose 

if fences are down.
• Possible exposure to fire 

retardant or water air drops.
• Exposure to ember cast, 

smoke, heat, toxins.

Credit: 564FirePhotos
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• Remove “stuff” around home and animal areas.
• Increase water storage -- add tanks, troughs.
• Secure troughs so they can’t tip.
• Locate hay and bedding 

away from animals.
• Increase humidity

in critical areas. 

Site Prep for SIP
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Animal Prep for Shelter-in-Place
• Add visible IDs. 
• Remove masks, halters, blankets, wraps.
• Turn animals out but not loose.
• Close doors to barns and sheds.
• Gates secure but not locked.
• Hose down animals.
• Braid manes, prevent 

tails from dragging.
• Check for loose shoes.



44Request Help for Animals You Cannot Evacuate,
Get Shelter Information
• There are authorized resources, but you, or a trusted buddy

MUST CALL TO REQUEST animal services.
• Stay calm, and be ready to give clear, precise details 

about your animals and their location.
• Updates may be provided by Santa Clara County and 

Los Altos Hills Emergency Services via alerts, websites, Facebook pages.

Santa Clara County Animal Services: 408-686-3900 (English & Español)
Palo Alto Police 24-Hour Dispatch: 650-329-2413
Palo Alto Animal Shelter: 650-496-5971
Santa Clara County Large Animal Evac Team – scclaet.org 
To request large animal rescue in a disaster, contact Santa Clara Animal Services
San Mateo Large Animal Evac Group - smclaeg.org
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Subscribe to our Newsletter at
HALTERproject.org 

for seasonal tips, community 
engagement and education 

opportunities.

HALTERproject.org/firesafe-portal
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CVET 
cvet.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/response-resources

UC Davis Center for Equine Health
ceh.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/health-topics/disaster-preparedness

Santa Clara County Large Animal Evac Team 
scclaet.org

San Mateo Large Animal Evac Group 
smclaeg.org

Los Altos Hills Horseman's Association 
lahha.org

Other Resources



Los Altos Hills Resources
• AlertSCC This information will be pushed to your 

landline, cell phone, by text and by email depending 
on what platforms you choose. You would not have 
to seek out information.

• Nixle Nixle is the Town’s emergency notification 
system used to provide emergency warning, 
updates and instructions to the community.
⚬ The system sends messages to all landline 

phones.
⚬ Cell phones must be individually registered with 

the system.
⚬ Text your zip code to 888777 to add your cell 

phone or register at 
http://www.losaltoshills.ca.gov/370/Emergency-
Alerts---Register

• Know Your Zone Genasys Protect (formerly 
Zonehaven) Know your evacuation 
zone​protect.genasys.com

For trusted websites, local radio stations 
and other alerts & warnings information 

please go to: 
https://bit.ly/AlertsandWarningsPresentatio

n 
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THANK YOU!
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Let’s get together!

Schedule a HALTER Project Workshop 
or Ambassador class !

rescue@halterfund.org

HALTERproject.org 
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